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
The Suffix -en
Suffix -en making words plural or converting nouns into adjectives or adjectives into
verbs

The Suffix Spelled <en>

[Figure1]

When two different words or elements are spelled the same but have different

meanings, they are called homographs. The base homo means “same,” and the base

graph means “letter or writing.” So homographs are words or elements that have the

same letters or spellings but different meanings.

A good example of homographs are the different suffixes that are all spelled <en>.

There are five of them. We'll discuss three in this lesson.

-en  “more than one":

Long ago the English sometimes used -en to form plurals just as we use -s today.

Only three words still have the old -en plural: oxen, children, and brethren.

-en  “consisting of":

This suffix turns nouns into adjectives: The noun wax plus the suffix -en gives us

the adjective waxen.

-en , turns adjectives into verbs:

For example, the adjective bright plus -en gives us the verb brighten. 

Examples
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One way to describe a noun is to say that it is the name of a person, place, or thing.

Another way is to say that it makes sense when we put it into the blank of this

sentence: “The _____________ seemed okay.” Any word that makes sense in that

blank is a noun. For instance, “The gold seemed okay.”

An adjective is a word that describes or identifies a noun. Any word is an adjective if it

will fit into this blank and make sense: The ___________ thing seemed okay. For

instance, “The golden thing seemed okay."

The following are three different ways of describing a verb:

1. A verb is a word that changes its spelling and pronunciation to show a change in time:

“Yesterday it seemed okay” vs. “Right now it seems okay.”

2. A verb is a word that shows action or a state of being.

3. Most verbs will make sense in one of the following blanks:

“They ________________ okay.”

or

“It ________________ okay.”

Review
Analyze the following adjectives into nouns and suffixes.

Adjective = Noun + Suffix

1. golden = gold + en

2. waxen = +

3. earthen = +

4. wooden = +

5. woolen = + 

Analyze the following verbs into adjectives and suffixes.
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Verb = Adjective = Suffix

6. brighten = bright + en

7. darken = +

8. deepen = +

9. fatten = +

10. flatten = +

11. harden = +

12. lighten = +

13. moisten = +

Now try some the other way around, showing any changes.

Adjective + Suffix = Verb

14. sad + en =

15. sharp + en =

16. short + en =

17. sick + en =

18. soft + en =

19. straight + en =

20. sweet + en =

21. thick + en =

22. tight + en =

23. tough + en =

24. weak + en =

25. wide + en =

Review (Answers)

Adjective = Noun + Suffix

1. golden = gold + en

2. waxen = wax + en

3. earthen = earth + en

4. wooden = wood + en

5. woolen = wool + en

5

https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/2409738
https://www.ck12.org/
https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/2409738


The Suffix Spelled www. c k 12 .org

https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/2409738

Verb = Adjective + Suffix

6. brighten = bright + en

7. darken = dark + en

8. deepen = deep + en

9. fatten = fat + t + en

10. flatten = flat + t + en

11. harden = hard + en

12. lighten = tight + en

13. moisten = moist + en

Adjective + Suffix = Verb

14. sad + d + en = sadden

15. sharp + en = sharpen

16. short + en = shorten

17. sick + en = sicken

18. soft + en = soften

19. straight + en = straighten

20. sweet + en = sweeten

21. thick + en = thicken

22. tight + en = tighten

23. tough + en = toughen

24. weak + en = weaken

25. wid + en = widene
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