The Suffix -ed Has Different Pronunciations

CK-12 English

Say Thanks to Authors
Click http://ck12.org/saythanks
(No Signin required)

cK flexboo<

next generation textbooks


http://ck12.org/saythanks

To access a customizable version of this book, as well as other
interactive content, visit www.ck12.org

CK-12 Foundation is a non-profit organization with a mission to
reduce the cost of textbook materials for the K-12 market both in
the U.S. and worldwide. Using an open-source, collaborative,
and web-based compilation model, CK-12 pioneers and
promotes the creation and distribution of high-quality, adaptive
online textbooks that can be mixed, modified and printed (i.e.,
the FlexBook® textbooks).

Copyright© 2021 CK-12 Foundation, www.ck12.0org

Thenames “CK-12" and “CK12" and associated logos and the
terms “FlexBook®"” and “FlexBook Platform®” (collectively “CK-
12 Marks"”) are trademarks and service marks of CK-12
Foundation and are protected by federal, state, and international
laws.

Any form of reproduction of this book in any format or medium,
in whole orin sections, must be attributed according to our
attribution guidelines.

https://www.ck12info.org/about/attribution-guidelines

Except as otherwise noted, all CK-12 Content (including CK-12
Curriculum Material) is made available to Users in accordance
with the CK-12 Curriculum Materials License
https://www.ck12info.org/curriculum-materials-license

cK-1) License

Complete terms for use forthe CK-12 website can be found at:
http://www.ck12info.org/terms-of-use/

Printed: March 5,2021 (PST)

cK

AUTHORS
CK-12 English


www.ck12.org
www.ck12.org
https://www.ck12info.org/about/attribution-guidelines
https://www.ck12info.org/curriculum-materials-license
https://www.ck12info.org/curriculum-materials-license/
http://www.ck12info.org/terms-of-use/

The Suffix -ed Has Different Pronunciations www.ck12.org

Pronunciations of -ed
Suffix -ed pronounced [id], [d], or [t] depending on the base

The Suffix -ed Has Different Pronunciations

What is involved in the three pronunciations of -ed is the distinction between voiced
and unvoiced sounds. In general, in English we avoid putting certain voiced and
unvoiced consonants together.

In the case of the suffix -ed, the reasoning goes as follows:
1. After the unvoiced sounds [s, f, p, ch, sh, k] -ed has the unvoiced pronunciation [t].
2. After all voiced sounds except [d] it has the voiced pronunciation [d].

3. After [t] and [d] the vowel [i] is inserted to avoid the endings [tt] and [dd], which would

be difficult to pronounce and inevitably would be simplified to [t] and [td].

Examples

Words in which -ed is pronounced [t]: hoped, walked, kissed
Words in which -ed is pronounced [id]: mended, visited, wanted

Words in which -ed is pronounced [d]: learned, smelled, played

Review

Below are six words in which -ed is pronounced [t]. Analyze each one into a free base
and the suffix -ed:

Word in which -ed is pronounced [t]: =Free Base + Suffix

1. helped = +
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Word in which -ed is pronounced [t]: = Free Base + Suffix
2. guessed = +
3. reached = +
4. laughed = +
5. fished = +
6. kicked = +

7. Listen to the last sound in the six free bases above. Each of them ends in one of four

different sounds. List the sounds below:

I I I I

8. The suffix -ed is pronounced when it is added to words that end with the

sounds , , , , , and

9. The suffix -ed is pronounced [id] whenever it is added to words that end with the

sounds or

Now you know when -ed is pronounced [id] and when it is pronounced [t]. Everywhere
else it is pronounced [d].

10. The suffix -ed is pronounced _______ when it is added to words that end with the

sounds , , , , , or ; it is pronounced
when it is added to words that end with the sounds and ; and

everywhere else it is pronounced . The suffix -ed is always spelled

Show Answers

Explore More

Word Squares

You'll find some hints here and there to help you add the following words to the Word
Square.

Four-letter words: open, hard, kind, fuel
Five-letter words: could, would
Six-letter words: opener, number, kinder, should, fueled

Seven-letter words: hardest, kindest, fueling
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Eight-letter words: numbered, numberer

Nine-letter word: numbering

Show Answers
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