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
The Third Vowel Rule
Third vowel sound from the end of the word will be short if it is stressed

The Third Vowel Rule and VCV

[Figure1]

The rule that calls for a long vowel in a VCV string can be overruled by the rule that
calls for a short vowel in front of the suffix -ity. The Suffix -ity Rule is part of a larger rule
that explains why many other words have VCV strings with short head vowels.

Examples
In a word like sanity, the short ‘a’ is the third vowel sound from the end of the word:

 

There is a very strong tendency for the third vowel sound from the end of a word to be

short if it is stressed, even if it is the head vowel in a VCV string.

Review
Notice the length of the vowels spelled by the letters in bold type in the pairs of words

below. Use these words to answer the questions that follow.

sanity

  ↑ ↑ ↑

  3 2 1
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The two words in each of the pairs are closely related. In most cases the word on the

right is formed from the word on the left, by adding one or more suffixes. In other cases

both words have the same stem. But you should hear a difference in how the vowels in

bold letters are pronounced. In each pair one vowel will be long, one will be short. Fill

in the blanks.

1. In the left-hand column how many of the vowels in bold letters spell the third vowel

sound from the end of the word? _______.

2. In the right-hand column how many of the vowels in bold letters spell the third vowel

sound from the end of the word? _______.

3. Are the vowels in bold letters in the left-hand column long, or are they short?

_______.

4. Are the vowels in bold letters in the right-hand column long, or are they short?

_______.

5. Are the vowels in bold letters in the left-hand column the first vowels in VCV strings?

_______.

6. Are the vowels in bold letters in the right-hand column the first vowels in VCV

strings? _______.

7. Are the vowels in bold letters in the left column stressed? _______.

8. Are the vowels in bold letters in the right column stressed? _______.

9. The third vowel sound from the end of a word will often be _________ if it is

_______________ , even if it is the first vowel in a _______________ string.

10. Each of the following words contains a vowel that is an example of the Third Vowel

Rule at work. Underline the vowels that are examples of the rule and be ready to

discuss why they are and the others are not.

nation

compete

crime

nature

ration

grade

rite

solo

supreme

navy

legal

national

competitor

criminal

natural

rational

gradual

ritual

solitude

supremacy

navigate

legacy
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11. In sixteen of the words below, the vowel in bold type is covered by the Third Vowel

Rule. In the other eight words, the vowel in bold type is not covered by the Third Vowel

Rule — sometimes because it is not stressed and sometimes because it is not the third

vowel sound from the end of the word.

In each word put an accent mark over the vowel that has stress on it, and put a ‘3’ under

the vowel letter that spells the third vowel sound from the end of the word. If a word

does not have three vowels sounds, do not put a number under it. We have given you a

start with xerography and committees:

 

12. Sort the words into the two groups described below. Remember that for one of these

vowels to be covered by the Third Vowel Rule, it must have an accent mark over it and

a ‘3’ under it. In the Reason column show why the vowels in bold type in the eight

words are not covered by the rule: Put “No stress” if they are not stressed or “Not #3” if

they are not spelling the third vowel sound from the end of the word:

legacy

citizen

positive

accelerate

hesitate

analysis

assimilate

criticize

xer graphyó

 3

comm tteesí

3

solvable

personality

alternate

ambassador

remedy

energy

hesitate

symphony

objective

elephant

accomplish

president

telephone

excessive

definite

affection

calculate

scissors

venerate

satisfy

tolerate

migrant

5

https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/2409616
https://www.ck12.org/
https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/2409616


The Third Vowel Rule and VCV www. c k 12 .org

https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/2409616

[Figure2]

13. In the sixteen words in which the vowel in bold type is covered by the Third Vowel

Rule, eleven of the bold vowels are the first vowel in a VCV string; five are in a VCC

string. Sort the sixteen words into these two groups.

[Figure3]

14. Are the vowels in the VCV strings in the eleven words long or short? ___________

Why? _________________________________________________

Review (Answers)

1. In the left-hand column how many of the vowels in bold letters spell the third vowel

sound from the end of the word? None of them.

2. In the right-hand column how many of the vowels in bold letters spell the third vowel

sound from the end of the word? All of them.

3. Are the vowels in bold letters in the left-hand column long, or are they short? Long

4. Are the vowels in bold letters in the right-hand column long, or are they short? Short

5. Are the vowels in bold letters in the left-hand column the first vowels in VCV strings?

Yes
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6. Are the vowels in bold letters in the right-hand column the first vowels in VCV

strings? Yes

7. Are the vowels in bold letters in the left column stressed? Yes

8. Are the vowels in bold letters in the right column stressed? Yes

9. The third vowel sound from the end of a word will often be short if it is stressed, even

if it is the first vowel in a VCV string.

10. Each of the following words contains a vowel that is an example of the Third Vowel

Rule at work. Underline the vowels that are examples of the rule and be ready to

discuss why they are and the others are not.

11.

12.

Words in which the vowel in bold type ...
is covered by the Third Vowel Rule is not covered by the Third Vowel Rule Reason

xerography elephant committees No stress

solvable president alternate No stress

personality telephone objective Not #3

ambassador definite accomplish Not #3

remedy calculate excessive No Stress

energy venerate affection Not #3

hesitate satisfy scissors Not #3

symphony tolerate migrant Not #3

r\underline{e}ference

c\underline{i}tizen

p\underline{o}sitive

acc\underline{e}lerate

h\underline{e}sita

an\underline{a}lys

xer graphyó

 3

comm tteesí

  3

solvable

  3

person lityá
   3

lternateá

3

amb ssadorá

3

r medyé

  3

nergyé

3

h sitateé
  3

s mphonyý
3

obj ctiveé

3

lephanté

3

acc mplishó

3

pr sidenté

3

t lephoneé
  3

exc ssiveé
3

d finiteé

  3

aff ctioné

3

c lculateá

  3

sc ssorsí

v nerateé
  3

s tisfyá
  3

t lerateó

  3

m grantí
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13.

Words in which the vowel in bold type is...
the first vowel in a VCV string in a VCC string

personality telephone xerography

remedy definite solvable

energy venerate ambassador

hesitate satisfy symphony

elephant tolerate calculate

president

14. Are the vowels in the VCV strings in the eleven words long or short? Short. 

Why? They are stressed and they are the third vowel sound from the end of the word,

so they are affected by the Third Vowel Rule.
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